
This schedule is TENTATIVE and subject to change. Updates will be made weekly. 
Next to Room Names: CR= Classroom Set Up (Tables and Chairs), T= Theater (Chairs, No Tables) CoC= Circle of Chairs
Yellow highlighted slots are open/available for session proposals

2025 COCAcon: Imagine, Innovate & Inspire
Tentative Schedule

Wednesday, November 12
8:30 AM-5:00 PM COCA Board Meeting -Discovery

All sessions will be posted in Eastern Standard Time Zone
Thursday, November 13
8:30 AM-Noon COCA Board Meeting -Discovery
8:00 AM- 5 PM Conference Registration & Information Desk- Grand Foyer Registration Desk

Journey A (CR 60) Journey B (CR 40) Voyage (T 40) Horizon (Hospitality-Cocktail tables w/chairs)

1:00 PM   Ponce FoyerI-
IV-Exhibit Set Up 

Til 5 pm

30 Minute New Attendee Meet & Greet- Journey A

1:30 PM
Networking Hour with Camp Directors, Medical 
Staff

Networking Hour with Social 
Media/Marketing, Fundraising, 
Facilities/Office/Year Round Staff Networking Hour with Executives

Networking Hour with Board Members, Program 
Directors

2:30 PM BREAK

2:45 PM

MD, PR, OP: Sacred Spaces: Honoring and 
Remembering our Campers- Melissa Schmautz, MS, 
CCLS, Kristen Johnson, RN, BSN, CPHON

OP: Camp Workflows: Integration & 
Automation You Need- Eric Wittenberg

PR, SD, CD: Behavior Success Strategies- Jamie 
Ekstrom, M.Ed

PR, SD: Break the Ice, Build the Magic: Fun & 
Meaningful Icebreakers and Teambuilders that Work - 
Molly Dugan, Ed.D., Missy Burgess, Pd.D.

3:45 PM BREAK

4:00 PM
OP: COCA's Initiatives and Committees- Come learn 
about COCA and how to get involved PR, SD: A Journey in STEAM- Ryan Shupe

PR: Activities Roundtable Discussion- Brent 
McCraw

PR: What's Your GAME Plan?- Dave Smith, James 
Bell, Holly Senn, CCLS

5:00 PM Dinner on your own
6:30-8:00 PM Conference Kick-Off Reception on Pool Deck
8:00- 10:00 PM Hospitality Suite Open- Horizon

All sessions will be posted in Eastern Standard Time Zone
Friday, November 14
8:00 AM- 5 PM Conference Registration & Information Desk- Grand Foyer Registration Desk

8:30 AM WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS - Ponce de Leon I-III 
Ponce de Leon I-III (Rounds 300) Journey A (CR 60) Journey B (CR 40) Voyage (T 40) Ponce de Leon IV-V (T 60) Ponce de Leon VI-VII (CoC 40)

9:00 AM COFFEE WITH THE KEYNOTE:  CHASING THE BRIGHT SIDE: PURPOSE-DRIVEN THINKING LEADS TO UNSTOPPABLE GROWTH-Jess Ekstrom- Ponce de Leon I-III

10:15 AM

Exhibitors-      
Ponce Foyer I-IV

SD, OP, CD: Beneath the Surface: Addressing Peer-
to-Peer Abuse in Summer Camps (Ages 8-16)- Dave 
Malter, Ed.D.

MD, CD: Let's Talk About Grief, Baby-
Part Deux- Laurel Christensen, LCSW, 
Casey Williams, MA

SD: Year-Round Volunteer Training - It's More 
Than Just Summer Camp!- Amy Moosebrugger

OP: Enhancing Nonprofit Camp Accounting: From 
Budgets to Balance Sheets, Nick D'Alessandro, CPA, 
Jordan Pridemore

PR, SD, OP: Creating Policies and Procedures from 
Scratch- Erin Ulmer, Alicia Jordan, MSN, RN

PR: Writing the Camp Song- Brett Northrup, MT-BC, 
Spot Padgett, Kiki Pastor-Richard

11:15 AM BREAK

11:30:00 AM
COCAcademy, FD: It's About You - The Alchemy of 
Fundraising!- David Phillips

MD, PR, SD, CD: Behind the Scenes of 
the Brain: Trauma Informed Care & 
Camp- Holly Senn, CCLS

PR, OP, CD: Universal Design at Camp and in Camp 
Programming - It's More Than Physical 
Accessibility- Jessica Early

PR: The Ripple Effect of Camp: Connecting 
Programming, Bereavement, and Volunteer Culture, 
Kellie Reece

PR, SD, OP: Prepared, Not Panicked: Navigating Natural 
Disasters to Keep Campers and Staff Safe- Steve 
Snedegar

SD: Staffing Recruitment and Retention Roundtable, 
Dave Caterino

12:30-1:30 PM Network and Visit w/Exhibitors Network and Visit w/Exhibitors Network and Visit w/Exhibitors Network and Visit w/Exhibitors Network and Visit w/Exhibitors Network and Visit w/Exhibitors

2:30 PM

Exhibitors-Ponce 
Foyer I-IV

COCAcademy, SD, OP, FD: Facing the Future: 
Board Leadership in Challenging Times -Part 1- 
David Phillips

MD, PR, SD, OP, CD: More Room at the 
Table: Supporting Campers with 
Disabilities and Medical Conditions 
Beyond Cancer- Brandon Briery, PhD

FD: Best of COCA Fundraising Panel- Ryan Campbell, 
Katie Langley

OP: No staff? No problem!: Tips for Running an 
Effective Camp with Limited Resources- Molly Dugan, 
Ed.D., Missy Burgess, Ph.D.

OP: Social Media Roundtable- Michael "Knuckles" 
Vasquez

3:30 PM BREAK



3:45 PM

Exhibitors-Ponce 
Foyer I-IV

COCAcademy, SD, OP, FD: Hands-On-Exercise, 
Facing the Future: Board Leadership in 
Challenging Times - A Tabletop Exercise, Part 2- 
David Phillips

SD, OP: The Five Dysfunctions of a Team- 
Laura Vaughn

PR, CD: A Developmental Approach to CIT 
programs and Molding Young Leaders- Mary 
Blackwelder, MS, CCLS

OP, FD: Creativity With A Purpose: How Sublimation 
with Artesprix Supports Your Mission- Ashley Ciccero

PR, SD, OP, FD: Elevate Your Camp's Social Media: 
From Likes to Lasting Impact- Kellie Dao

MD, SD, OP: Behavioral Health Roundtable: Focus on 
Staff & Volunteers- Brandon Briery, PhD

5:00-5:30 PM
Region Meetings: Region 1 Region Meetings: Region 3 & 5 Region Meetings: Region 7 & 8 Region Meetings: Region 6 Region Meetings: Region 4 Region Meetings: Region 2

5:30 PM Dinner on your own
8:00- 10:00 PM Hospitality Suite Open- Horizon

Saturday, November 15
8:00 AM- 5 PM Conference Registration & Information Desk- Grand Foyer Registration Desk                                          

Ponce de Leon I-III (CR 250) Journey A (CR 60) Journey B (CR 40) Voyage (T 40) Ponce de Leon IV-V (T 60) Ponce de Leon VI-VII (CoC 40)

9:00 AM

COCAcademy: How to Build Robust and 
Helpful Leadership Teams- Nick Teich, PhD, 
LCSW

OP: Who’s on Deck? Creating a Camp 
Culture Where Safety Belongs to 
Everyone- Dave Malter, Ed.D.

PR, SD, OP, FD: Elevate Your Camp's Social 
Media: From Likes to Lasting Impact- Kellie Dao

PR, SD, OP, FD: "I Think This Could Be Heaven": How to 
Craft Compelling Camp Stories- Erin Ulmer

MD, CD: Behavioral Health Roundtable: Focus on 
Campers (Part 1)- Brandon Briery, PhD

10:00 AM-10:15 AM BREAK

10:15 AM
COCAcademy:  How to Partner with Parents 
During Camp- Nick Teich, PhD, LCSW

Medical, CD: Shifting Worlds: The New 
Realities for Children, Families, and Care, 
Juliana Milette, MSN, RN, Kristen 
Dukette, BSN, RN (Not Contact Hour 
Eligible)

SD,OP: Views from the Executive Chair: 
Executive Forum- Michele Vernon, MSW, 
Melissa McNichol, Erin Ulmer

SD: The ABC's of CIT's and The XYZ's of a Counselor 
Chief- Tommy Barrs, Craig King

MD, CD: Behavioral Health Roundtable: Focus on 
Campers (Part 2)- Brandon Briery, PhD

11:15 AM-11:30 AM BREAK

11:30 AM

COCAcademy:  Staff Burnout and 
“Remembering the Why”- Nick Teich, PhD, 
LCSW

SD,OP: Views from the Executive Chair: 
Executive Forum- Michele Vernon, MSW, 
Melissa McNichol, Erin Ulmer

SD: From Camper to Coordinator: Engaging and 
Mentoring Sibling Campers from Within- Becca 
Adleberg, Leah Rodriguez, Jaclyn Young

MD, CD: Supporting Childhood Cancer Survivorship 
from Diagnosis through Adulthood- F. Daniel 
Armstrong, PhD FD: Elevator Pitch Workshop, Becky Felak

12:30 PM Lunch On Your Own

2:15 PM

PR, OP, CD: Report of Professional Research 
Study on Impact of Summer Day Camps on 
Children with Cancer and Their Siblings- Arnie 
Preminger, MSW

PR: Lets Go To Camp: What's Your 
GAME Plan?- Holly Senn, CCLS

PR, OP: Lets Go To Camp: Camp Theme 
Roundtable: Share, Swap, Inspire- Larry Geiger

PR: Lets Go To Camp: When it comes to camp songs, 
everyone can sing!- Mark Lowry

OP, FD: Stronger Together: Elevating the Healing Power 
of Camp- Gwynn Sullivan, MSN, Lexi Bickford

MD: Pediatric Oncology Camp Healthcare Provider 
Round Table- Lynne Royer-willoughby RN, MSN, NP, 
Sherry Bayliff, MD, MPH

3:15-3:30 PM BREAK

3:30 PM
COCAcademy: Mental Health at Camp-Nick 
Teich, PhD, LCSW

OP: Get to Know the Gold Ribbon 
Program- Mike Amylon, MD FD: Fundraising Rountable, Becky Felak OP: Orange Juice in my Coffee- Dennis DePaul

MD, PR, SD, CD: That Wasn't On the Packing List! 
When Grief and Trauma Show Up To Camp- Laurel 
Christensen, LCSW, Holly Senn, CCLS

4:30-4:45 PM BREAK

4:45 PM

Ponce de Leon Ballroom- LEAVE THIS ROOM OPEN 
TO BEGIN DINNER SET UP AT 4:30 PM PER 
HOTEL STAFF

MD,PR, SD, CD: Understanding and Supporting 
Psychosocial Health and Sensory Regulation in 
Children with Cancer (or Cancer History)- Alexandra 
Kulman OTD, OTR/L, ATC, LAT, Krystin Whitacre

SD, OP: Not Just a Goodbye: The Impact of Camp 
Drop-Off on Families- Tini Graff, CPA PR, SD: A Journey in STEAM- Ryan Shupe

Hospitality Suite will be open for networking during 
this hour

Ponce de Leon Ballroom- LEAVE THIS ROOM OPEN TO 
BEGIN DINNER SET UP AT 4:30 PM PER HOTEL 
STAFF

Ponce de Leon Ballroom- LEAVE THIS ROOM OPEN TO 
BEGIN DINNER SET UP AT 4:30 PM PER HOTEL 
STAFF

5:00 PM Silent Auction & Dinner Set Up (Ponce de Leoon Ballroom)
6:30- 9:30 PM Silent Auction, Bead Game, Cash Bars  (Ponce de Leoon Ballroom)
7:00-9:30 PM Dinner & Best of COCA Awards Banquet  (Ponce de Leoon Ballroom)


